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Featuring a moment in late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century England before the disciplinary
divisions that we inherit today were established, Empiricist Devotions recovers a kind of empiricist thinking
in which the techniques and emphases of science, religion, and literature combined and cooperated. This
brand of empiricism was committed to particularized scrutiny and epistemological modesty. It was Protestant
in its enabling premises and meditative practices. It earnestly affirmed that figurative language provided
crucial tools for interpreting the divinely written world. Smith recovers this empiricism in Robert Boyle’s
analogies, Isaac Newton’s metaphors, John Locke’s narratives, Joseph Addison’s personifications, Daniel
Defoe’s diction, John Gay’s periphrases, and Alexander Pope’s descriptive particulars. She thereby
demonstrates that "literary" language played a key role in shaping and giving voice to the concerns of
eighteenth-century science and religion alike.

Empiricist Devotions combines intellectual history with close readings of a wide variety of texts, from
sermons, devotional journals, and economic tracts to georgic poems, it-narratives, and microscopy treatises.
This prizewinning book has important implications for our understanding of cultural and literary history, as
scholars of the period’s science have not fully appreciated figurative language’s central role in empiricist
thought, while scholars of its religion and literature have neglected the serious empiricist commitments
motivating richly figurative devotional and poetic texts.

Winner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of Scholarship in Eighteenth-
Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Nance:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Empiricist Devotions: Science,
Religion, and Poetry in Early Eighteenth-Century England. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jessie Loudermilk:

The particular book Empiricist Devotions: Science, Religion, and Poetry in Early Eighteenth-Century
England will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Empiricist
Devotions: Science, Religion, and Poetry in Early Eighteenth-Century England is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dominique Rigney:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled Empiricist Devotions: Science, Religion, and Poetry in Early Eighteenth-Century
England can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Gerald Kelly:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Empiricist Devotions: Science, Religion, and Poetry in Early Eighteenth-Century England
will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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