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High Stakes Testing, Poverty, and Failure in American Schools is a critical ethnography of one year in one
of the most impoverished schools in America. Redbud Elementary School in Redbud, Louisiana has 611
students, 95 percent of whom qualify for free breakfast and free lunch. Many of the children who attend
Redbud are the poorest of the poor. Their homes are substandard and include trailers, shotgun houses, and
housing project apartments. Some lack electricity, running water, and flooring. Most of the children, 80
percent of whom are African American, live with a single parent, an aunt, or a grandmother who hold
minimum-wage jobs. Many of the children do not receive medical or dental care. Their neighborhoods teem
with alcohol and drug abuse. Several pupils have witnessed shootings and other types of violence.

Louisiana was the first state and is now one of eight states in the nation that mandates failure and grade
repetition for elementary and middle school students who do not pass an end-of-year high stakes test. The
authors taught third and fourth grade full time for one school year at Redbud Elementary, and this book tells
the story of that year.

Three major themes are addressed throughout the book: the grinding effects of acute poverty on all aspects of
life, the negative consequences of the continuing drive for higher test scores in public schools, and the
unreasonable demands placed on children, teachers, and administrators. Other issues surface in the book: the
rising growth of for-profit ventures feeding off the accountability movement, the developing alliances
between policymakers and corporate profiteers, and the federal government's increasing domination of
public schooling.

Readers may note similarities between Redbud Elementary and underfunded public schools in their own
states. The story of Louisiana's Redbud typifies the unfolding national tragedy in the way poor children are
being "educated" because of self-serving political and corporate interests.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

The book High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in American Schools make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in American Schools for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a guide High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in
American Schools. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Margaret Burton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in
American Schools had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure
in American Schools is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in American Schools. You never truly feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Angela Gagne:

The publication with title High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in American Schools has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Mary Rohan:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in
American Schools to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide High Stakes: Children, Testing, and Failure in American
Schools can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their



time.
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