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Master Bible scholar and teacher Marc Brettler argues that today’s contemporary readers can only
understand the ancient Hebrew Scripture by knowing more about the culture that produced it. And so Brettler
unpacks the literary conventions, ideological assumptions, and historical conditions that inform the biblical
text and demonstrates how modern critical scholarship and archaeological discoveries shed light on this
fascinating and complex literature.

Brettler surveys representative biblical texts from different genres to illustrate how modern scholars have
taught us to “read” these texts. Using the “historical-critical method” long popular in academia, he guides us
in reading the Bible as it was read in the biblical period, independent of later religious norms and interpretive
traditions. Understanding the Bible this way lets us appreciate it as an interesting text that speaks in multiple
voices on profound issues.

This book is the first “Jewishly sensitive” introduction to the historical-critical method. Unlike other
introductory texts, the Bible that this book speaks about is the Jewish one—with the three-part TANAKH
arrangement, the sequence of books found in modern printed Hebrew editions, and the chapter and verse
enumerations used in most modern Jewish versions of the Bible. In an afterword, the author discusses how
the historical-critical method can help contemporary Jews relate to the Bible as a religious text in a more
meaningful way.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take How to Read the Bible as the daily resource
information.

Kevin Lemon:

The particular book How to Read the Bible has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Herbert Willams:

This How to Read the Bible is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having How to Read the Bible in your hand
like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Judy Washburn:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually How to Read the Bible. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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