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Debate has swirled for years around that most significant of literary problems, the authorship of
Shakespeare's works. Now Edward de Vere, the 17th Earl of Oxford, a recognized poet and playwright, has
eclipsed Bacon, Marlowe, and all the other candidates for authorship honors. Lengthy and specialized studies
have detailed the historico-literary case for Oxford and against the man from Stratford-on-Avon . . .
Shakespeare: Who Was He? is the first book to give the general reader a clear, readable, concise analysis of
the arguments for both men. Most intriguing are the many direct parallels between Oxford's life and
Shakespeare's works, especially in Hamlet, the most autobiographical of the plays. Shakespeare: Who Was
He? is a literary mystery of monumental proportions. Whalen's presentation breathes new life into the plays
and sonnets through this breakthrough examination of the real-life Hamlet, Edward de Vere, the 17th earl of
Oxford.

William Shakespeare is the only literary figure whose very identity is a matter of long-standing and
continuing dispute. Was he really the glover's son from Stratford-on-Avon? Or was he someone else writing
under the pseudonym William Shakespeare? The question has been called the foremost literary problem in
world literature and history's biggest literary whodunnit. Interest in it has never been greater, and that interest
is growing now that a consensus has formed for Edward de Vere, the seventeenth earl of Oxford, as the
leading candidate. Oxford, a recognized poet, playwright, and patron of acting companies, has eclipsed
Bacon, Marlowe, and all the other candidates. The Oxfordian challenge is now being covered in scholarly
books, in articles in magazines such as The New Yorker and Atlantic Monthly, and on television, including an
hour-long PBS FrontLine program. The issue has even been debated in a moot court before three justices of
the Supreme Court--with an intriguing outcome.

Whalen's book is the first to provide a clear, concise, readable summary for the general reader, one that
analyzes the main arguments for both the man from Stratford-on-Avon and the earl of Oxford. His
conclusion? The case for Oxford is much more persuasive. Oxford's life in general and in its particulars is
mirrored throughout the works of Shakespeare in many striking ways, particularly in Hamlet, the most
autobiographical of the plays. Many who have examined the case for Oxford have had their appreciation of
Shakespeare transformed and immensely enriched. This book will be required reading for those who love
Shakespeare and want to know more about why the authorship controversy persists. The main narrative,
which takes the reader easily through the pros and cons for each man, is supplemented by extensive,
entertaining endnotes and appendixes, plus a comprehensive, annotated bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Ange:

The book Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford
Challenge to the Bard of Avon. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Louis McCarthy:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of
Avon book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard
of Avon content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Shakespeare--
Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Lorraine Woodward:

The event that you get from Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon is a
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge
to the Bard of Avon giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon instantly.

Shirley Davenport:

You can obtain this Shakespeare--Who Was He?: The Oxford Challenge to the Bard of Avon by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching



what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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