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Breaking off the ordinary flow of experience, the passions create a state of exception. In their suddenness
and intensity, they map a personal world, fix and qualify our attention, and impel our actions. Outraged anger
drives us to write laws that will later be enforced by impersonal justice. Intense grief at the death of someone
in our life discloses the contours of that life to us. Wonder spurs scientific inquiry.

The strong current of Western thought that idealizes a dispassionate world has ostracized the passions as
quaint, even dangerous. Intense states have come to be seen as symptoms of pathology. A fondness for irony
along with our civic ideal of tolerance lead us to prefer the diluted emotional life of feelings and moods.
Demonstrating enormous intellectual originality and generosity, Philip Fisher meditates on whether this
victory is permanent-and how it might diminish us.

From Aristotle to Hume to contemporary biology, Fisher finds evidence that the passions have defined a core
of human nature no less important than reason or desire. Traversing the Iliad, King Lear, Moby Dick, and
other great works, he discerns the properties of the high-spirited states we call the passions. Are vehement
states compatible with a culture that values private, selectively shared experiences? How do passions differ
from emotions? Does anger have an opposite? Do the passions give scale, shape, and significance to our
experience of time? Is a person incapable of anger more dangerous than someone who is irascible?

In reintroducing us to our own vehemence, Fisher reminds us that it is only through our strongest passions
that we feel the contours of injustice, mortality, loss, and knowledge. It is only through our personal worlds
that we can know the world.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Vehement Passions. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The
Vehement Passions. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Russell Stringer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Vehement Passions as your daily resource
information.

Charles Rowe:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Vehement Passions which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Lisa Robinson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The Vehement Passions when you essential it?
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