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Miguel de Cervantes conceived his final work, The Labours of Persiles and Sigismunda: A Northern Story
(1617), as a great prose epic that would accomplish for its age what Homer and Virgil had done for theirs.
And yet, by the eighteenth century Don Quixote had eclipsed Persiles in the favour of readers and writers
alike and the later novel is now virtually forgotten except by specialists.

This study sets out to help restore Persiles to pride of place within Cervantes's corpus by reading it as the
author's summa, as a boldly new kind of prose epic that casts an original light on the major political,
religious, social, and literary debates of its era. At the same time it seeks to illuminate how such a lofty and
solemn ambition could coexist with Cervantes evident urge to delight. Grounded in the novel's multiple
contexts - literature, history and politics, philosophy and theology - and in close reading of the text, Michael
Armstrong-Roche aims to reshape our understanding of Persiles within the history of prose fiction and to
take part in the ongoing conversation about the relationship between literary and non-literary cultural forms.
Ultimately he reveals how Cervantes recast the prose epic, expanding it in new directions to accommodate
the great epic themes - politics, love, and religion - to the most urgent concerns of his day.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

The particular book Cervantes' Epic Novel: Empire, Religion, and the Dream Life of Heroes in Persiles
(University of Toronto Romance Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Cervantes' Epic Novel: Empire, Religion, and the Dream Life of Heroes in Persiles
(University of Toronto Romance Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Marcella Aragon:

The actual book Cervantes' Epic Novel: Empire, Religion, and the Dream Life of Heroes in Persiles
(University of Toronto Romance Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Neil Dussault:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Cervantes' Epic Novel: Empire, Religion, and the Dream Life of
Heroes in Persiles (University of Toronto Romance Series) this guide consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Nora Emerson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
record in your reading list will be Cervantes' Epic Novel: Empire, Religion, and the Dream Life of Heroes in
Persiles (University of Toronto Romance Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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