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After several years abroad, a young man returns to his hometown to seek the man he calls master. This
master, a brilliant philosopher, had made the young man into a disciple before sending him out into the world
to put his teachings into practice. Returning three years later, the disciple finds his master has abandoned his
wife and child and moved into a squalid one-room flat, cutting himself off completely from his former life.
Disillusioned and reeling from the discovery, the young man spends an entire night listening to his master’s
bitter denunciation of the ideals they once shared.

Obscurity, by noted thinker Philippe Jaccottet, is the story of this intense encounter between two men who
were once very close and now must grapple with the fractured ideals that separate them. Written in 1960
during Jaccottet’s period of poetic paralysis, the novel seeks to harmonize the best and worst of human
nature—reconciling despair, falsehood, and lethargy of spirit with the need to remain open to beauty, truth,
and the essential goodness of humankind. Translated by Tess Lewis, Obscurity is Jaccottet’s only work of
fiction, one that will introduce new readers to the multifaceted skills of this major poet.

Praise for the French edition
“In its haggard sobriety, the account of this tormented soul’s monologue is staggering . . . a beautiful
narrative, written in a resounding, solemn style.”—La Table Ronde
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From reader reviews:

Michael Espy:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Obscurity (The Swiss List) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Thomas Morgan:

This Obscurity (The Swiss List) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for
you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Obscurity (The Swiss List) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Mary Varnum:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Obscurity (The Swiss List) or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to
add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Obscurity (The Swiss
List) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jerry Bell:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is identified as of book Obscurity (The Swiss List). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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