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The Tell-Tale Heart strips away the myths that have grown up around the life of Edgar Allen Poe, and
provides a completely fresh assessment of both the man and his work. Symons reveals Poe as his
contemporaries saw him – a man struggling to make a living out of hack journalism and striving to find a
backer for his new magazine, and a man whose life was beset by so many tragedies that he was often driven
to excessive drinking and a string of unhealthy relationships. Fittingly written by another master in the art of
crime writing, this volume brilliantly portrays the original creator of the detective story and reveals him as
the genius – and unashamed plagiarist – that he was.

‘As absorbing and compelling as a good detective story’ – Washington Post

The Author: Julian Symons was born in 1912 in London. He was the younger brother, and later biographer,
of the writer A.J.A. Symons.

Aged twenty five, he founded a poetry magazine which he edited for a short time, before turning to crime
writing. This was not to be his only interest, however, as in his eighty-two years he produced an enormously
varied body of work. Social and military history, biography and criticism were all subjects he touched upon
with remarkable success, and held a distinguished reputation in each field. Nonetheless, it is primarily for his
crime writing that he is remembered. His novels were consistently highly individual and expertly crafted,
raising him above other crime writers of his day.

He commenced World War II as a recognised conscientious objector, but nevertheless ended up serving in
the Royal Armoured Corps from 1942 until 1944, when he was invalided out. A period as an advertising
copywriter followed, but was soon abandoned in favour of full time writing. Many prizes came his way,
including two Edgar Awards and in 1982 he received the accolade of being named as Grand Master of the
Mystery Writers of America – an honour accorded to only three other English writers before him: Graham
Greene, Eric Ambler and Daphne Du Maurier. Symons then succeeded Agatha Christie as the president of
Britain’s Detection Club, a position he held from 1976 to 1985, and in 1990 he was awarded the Cartier
Diamond Dagger from the British Crime Writers for his lifetime’s achievement in crime fiction.

He published over thirty crime novels and story collections between 1945 and 1994; with the works
combining different elements of the classic detective story and modern crime novel, but with a clear leaning
toward the latter, especially situations where ordinary people get drawn into extraordinary series of events –
a trait he shared with Eric Ambler. He also wrote two modern-day Sherlock Holmes pastiches. In A Three
Pipe Problem the detective was ‘...a television actor, Sheridan Hayes, who wears the mask of Sherlock
Holmes and assumes his character’. Several of his works have been filmed for television.

Julian Symons died in 1994.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

The book The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar
Allen Poe has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kent Dennis:

This book untitled The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Gary Spengler:

The book The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Michele Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The Tell
Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The The Tell Tale Heart: The Life and Works of Edgar Allen Poe giving you
one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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