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During the First World War it was the task of the U.S. Department of Justice, using the newly passed
Espionage Act and its later Sedition Act amendment, to prosecute and convict those who opposed America’s
entry into the conflict. In Unsafe for Democracy, historian William H. Thomas Jr. shows that the Justice
Department did not stop at this official charge but went much further—paying cautionary visits to suspected
dissenters, pressuring them to express support of the war effort, or intimidating them into silence. At times
going undercover, investigators tried to elicit the unguarded comments of individuals believed to be a threat
to the prevailing social order.
In this massive yet largely secret campaign, agents cast their net wide, targeting isolationists, pacifists,
immigrants, socialists, labor organizers, African Americans, and clergymen. The unemployed, the mentally
ill, college students, schoolteachers, even schoolchildren, all might come under scrutiny, often in the context
of the most trivial and benign activities of daily life.
            Delving into numerous reports by Justice Department detectives, Thomas documents how, in case
after case, they used threats and warnings to frighten war critics and silence dissent. This early government
crusade for wartime ideological conformity, Thomas argues, marks one of the more dubious achievements of
the Progressive Era—and a development that resonates in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

This Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress
Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice
Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) can be one
of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress
Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Lawrence Elam:

This book untitled Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign
to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Daniel Gordon:

This Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress
Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Unsafe for Democracy: World
War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American
Thought and Culture) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.



Pamela Jernigan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the
U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture)
can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Unsafe for Democracy: World
War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American
Thought and Culture).
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