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“An extensive and thorough compilation of numerous sources with unique insights on Vaganova and her
methodology. The author has had access to several important figures in Russian ballet who knew Vaganova
and/or her students. Confronting the dilemmas facing the art of classical ballet, Vaganova Today is a
thought-provoking read.”—John White, author of Advanced Principles in Teaching Classical Ballet

Agrippina Vaganova (1879–1951) is revered as the visionary who first codified the Russian system of
classical ballet training. The Vaganova Academy of Russian Ballet, founded on impeccable technique and
centuries of tradition, has a reputation for elite standards, and its graduates include Mikhail Baryshnikov,
Rudolf Nureyev, Natalia Makarova, and Diana Vishneva. Yet the “Vaganova method” has come under
criticism in recent years.
           
In this absorbing volume, Catherine Pawlick traces Vaganova’s story from her early years as a ballet student
in tsarist Russia to her career as a dancer with the Mariinsky (Kirov) Ballet to her work as a pedagogue and
choreographer. Pawlick then goes beyond biography to address Vaganova’s legacy today, offering the first-
ever English translations of primary source materials and intriguing interviews with pedagogues and dancers
from the Academy and the Mariinsky Ballet, including some who studied with Vaganova herself.
 
Catherine E. Pawlick danced with ballet companies in the United States before moving to St. Petersburg,
Russia, where she lived for six years, observing classes at the Vaganova Academy and rehearsals and
performances at the Mariinsky Theatre. Fluent in French and Russian, she has written on dance for the San
Francisco Chronicle, Ballet Review, and Dance Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

This book untitled Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Glenn Bail:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the book untitled Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Marie Slaughter:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition we can consider more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Vaganova
Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition. You can more desirable than now.

Ronnie Correa:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Vaganova Today: The Preservation of
Pedagogical Tradition to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book
and read it. Beside that the publication Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition can to
be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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