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A few hours after Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated at a Memphis motel, violent mobs had
looted and burned several blocks of Washington a few miles north of the White House, centered around the
U Street commercial district. Quick action by D.C. police quelled the violence, but shortly before noon the
next day, looting and arson broke out anew -- not just along U Street, but in two other commercial districts as
well. Over the next several days, the immediate crisis of the riots was matched by an equally ominous sense
among the nation's political leadership that they were watching the final dissolution of the 1960s liberal
dream. For many whites who watched flames overtake city after city -- Washington, Chicago, Baltimore,
Kansas City -- the April riots were an unfathomable and deeply troubling response during what should have
been a time of national mourning. To them the rioters were little better than common criminals. But a look at
the average rioter complicates such conclusions: they were primarily young (under 25) and male, but most
made a decent salary, had a better than average education, and had no previous arrest record. In interviews
and testimonies afterward, rioters recalled a sense of release, of striking back at the "system." To say that the
riots meant different things to different people would be exceedingly trite if it weren't also exceedingly true.
In ways large and small, the King riots solidified attitudes and trends that destroyed the momentum behind
racial progress, fatally wounded postwar domestic liberalism, created new divisions among blacks and
whites, and condemned urban America to decades of poverty and crime. This book will explain why they
occurred, how they played out, and what they meant.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of the King Assassination can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing A Nation on Fire:
America in the Wake of the King Assassination yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Olga Harrington:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of the King Assassination was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Troy Harlow:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of the King
Assassination was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Nation on Fire:
America in the Wake of the King Assassination has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Linda Carroll:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Nation on Fire: America in the
Wake of the King Assassination to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the reserve A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of the King Assassination can to be
your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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