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In June 2008, the rivers of eastern Iowa rose above their banks to create floods of epic proportions; their
amazing size—flowing in places at a rate nearly double that of the previous record flood—and the rapidity of
their rise ruined farmlands and displaced thousands of residents and hundreds of businesses. In Cedar
Rapids, the waters inundated more than nine square miles of the downtown area; in Iowa City, where the
flood was also the most destructive in history, the University of Iowa’s arts campus was destroyed. By
providing a solid base of scientific and technical information presented with unusual clarity and a wealth of
supporting illustrations, the contributors to this far-reaching book, many of whom dealt firsthand with the
2008 floods, provide a detailed roadmap of the causes and effects of future devastating floods.

 The twenty-five essays fall naturally into four sections. “Rising Rivers, Spreading Waters” begins by
comparing the 2008 floods with the midwestern floods of 1993, moves on to trace community responses to
the 2008 floods, and ends by illuminating techniques for forecasting floods and determining their size and
frequency. “Why Here, Why Now?” searches for possible causes of the 2008 floods and of flooding in
general: annual crops and urban landscapes, inflows into and releases from reservoirs, and climate change.
“Flood Damages, Flood Costs, Flood Benefits” considers the complex mix of flood costs and effects,
emphasizing damages to cities and farmlands as well as potential benefits to natural communities and
archaeological sites. “Looking Back, Looking Forward” lays out approaches to managing the floods of the
future that are sure to come.

 While the book draws most of its examples from one particular region, it explains flooding throughout a
much larger region—the midwestern Corn Belt—and thus its sobering yet energizing lessons apply well
beyond eastern Iowa. By examining the relationships among rivers, floodplains, weather, and modern
society; by stressing matters of science and fact rather than social or policy issues; and by addressing
multiple environmental problems and benefits, A Watershed Year informs and educates all those who
experienced the 2008 floods and all those concerned with the larger causes of flooding.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called A Watershed
Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008 (Bur Oak Book)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Weathers:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa
Floods of 2008 (Bur Oak Book) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Raymond Langford:

The ability that you get from A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008 (Bur Oak Book) is a
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of
2008 (Bur Oak Book) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008 (Bur Oak Book)
instantly.

Jerry Hull:

You can obtain this A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008 (Bur Oak Book) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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