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Although tea had been known and consumed in China and Japan for centuries, it was only in the seventeenth
century that Londoners first began drinking it. Over the next two hundred years, its stimulating properties
seduced all of British society, as tea found its way into cottages and castles alike. One of the first truly global
commodities, tea has also, today, come to epitomize British culture and identity.
           
This impressively detailed book offers a rich cultural history of tea, from its ancient origins in China to its
spread around the world. The authors recount tea’s arrival in London and follow its increasing salability and
import via the East India Company throughout the eighteenth century, inaugurating the first regular
exchange—both commercial and cultural—between China and Britain. They look at European scientists’
struggles to understand tea’s history and medicinal properties, and they recount the ways its delicate flavor
and exotic preparation have enchanted poets and artists. Exploring everything from its everyday use in social
settings to the political and economic controversies it has stirred—such as the Boston Tea Party and the First
Opium War—they offer a multilayered look at what was ultimately an imperial industry, a collusion—and
often clash—between the world’s greatest powers over control of a simple beverage that has become an
enduring pastime. 
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World giving you
an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Mildred Perkins:

You may get this Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Dee Alaniz:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the
World was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Empire of Tea: The
Asian Leaf that Conquered the World has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Michael Hollinger:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World when you necessary it?
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