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This book begins with a pointed critique of the foundations of the understanding of Western music: that
music from Pythagoras to the Renaissance has been viewed as the source and model of order in the universe
and in society. Unfortunately that order was rigidly hierarchical, so that over the centuries music reinforced
established social prejudices, particularly those against women. Nowhere was this more evident than in
religious music that was regarded by male ecclesiastics and scholars as the instrument of choice for taming
hysterical female eruptions.

Through her mordant commentary on a rich selection of texts by major thinkers from two millennia of
Christian theology, Heidi Epstein shows in the first part of Melting the Venusberg that music as the erotic
embodiment of human engenderment has been ignored or suppressed, while music as the expression of
transcendent harmony, order, and restraint has been extolled.

The second re-constructive part of Melting the Venusberg draws on ignored sources and lost tropes from the
Christian tradition as well as on insights from the music and thought of historical and contemporary woman
composers and performers from Hildegard of Bingen and Lucrezia Vizzana to Rosetta Tharpe and Diamanda
Galas. Through this recuperative synthesis, music's
theological significance changes keys, as it moves beyond its symbolic function as divinely ordained,
harmonious microcosm into more dissonant metaphorical registers. Those who have ears to hear will be
delighted.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

The book Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Melting the Venusberg:
A Feminist Theology of Music to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open up and read a publication Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sandra Kelley:

This Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music without we realize teach the one
who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist
Theology of Music can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist
Theology of Music having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Bonnie Thorp:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Martha Royal:

The reserve untitled Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.
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