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Based on fieldwork at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory—the facility that designed the neutron
bomb and the warhead for the MX missile—Nuclear Rites takes the reader deep inside the top-secret culture
of a nuclear weapons lab. Exploring the scientists' world of dark humor, ritualized secrecy, and disciplined
emotions, anthropologist Hugh Gusterson uncovers the beliefs and values that animate their work. He
discovers that many of the scientists are Christians, deeply convinced of the morality of their work, and a
number are liberals who opposed the Vietnam War and the Reagan-Bush agenda. Gusterson also examines
the anti-nuclear movement, concluding that the scientists and protesters are alike in surprising ways, with
both cultures reflecting the hopes and anxieties of an increasingly threatened middle class.

In a lively, wide-ranging account, Gusterson analyzes the ethics and politics of laboratory employees, the
effects of security regulations on the scientists' private lives, and the role of nuclear tests—beyond the
obvious scientific one—as rituals of initiation and transcendence. He shows how the scientists learn to
identify in an almost romantic way with the power of the machines they design—machines they do not fear.

In the 1980s the "world behind the fence" was thrown into crisis by massive anti-nuclear protests at the gates
of the lab and by the end of the Cold War. Linking the emergence of the anti-nuclear movement to shifting
gender roles and the development of postindustrial capitalism, Gusterson concludes that the scientists and
protesters are alike in surprising ways, and that both cultures reflect the hopes and anxieties of an
increasingly threatened middle class.
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From reader reviews:

April Wages:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory
at the End of the Cold War will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Loretta Tellis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory
at the End of the Cold War is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Awilda Kell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the
End of the Cold War book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Irene Navarro:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the
Cold War can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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