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African-Americans have had an ambivalent relationship with the Constitution for more than two hundred
years. Throughout most of American history, racist interpretations of the Constitution have sanctioned a
legal system supportive of slavery, marked blacks as inferiors, rendered them politically powerless, and
denied them justice and access to society's resources. Yet both black and white opponents of slavery and
racial subordination--from antebellum abolitionists to twentieth-century civil rights leaders--have found
principles in the Constitution that support their demands for freedom, citizenship, and equality.
In Promises to Keep, Donald G. Nieman tells the story of this paradoxical relationship, tracing it from the
birth of the Republic to current battles over school segregation, voting rights, and affirmative action. While
Nieman examines the devastating effects of constitutionally sanctioned racism on the lives of African-
Americans, he also shows how blacks and their white allies have been active agents of constitutional change
since the early nineteenth century, forging an egalitarian constitutionalism and using it to press a reluctant
nation to honor its long-deferred promise of equality. Compact, lively, and readable, Promises to Keep
illuminates the past and offers a fresh perspective on the current debate over civil rights, showing how it too
often ignores the tragic history of law and race in America.
This is the first volume of Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights, an important series co-sponsored by the
Organization of American Historians and Oxford University Press, under the general editorship of Kermit L.
Hall.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Howell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Promises to
Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill
of Rights)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Wendy Hartnett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional
Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Jessie Orlando:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the
Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

John Martindale:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the



Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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