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By personalizing the experiences of American slaves, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin had a
profound effect on public attitudes toward slavery on the eve of the Civil War, but Stowe’s narrative was not
the whole story. Jo-Ann Morgan now reveals how prints and paintings of Uncle Tom and other characters in
the novel also shaped public perceptions and how this visual culture had its own impact on history.

Through illustrations in various editions of the book, advertisements for stage productions, paintings of
favorite scenes, and even sheet music for Tom-inspired songs, Stowe’s work took on a visual as well as a
textual existence. Morgan explores the rich visual discourse generated by Uncle Tom’s Cabin within the
context of evolving social conditions and political events of nineteenth-century America to show how images
associated with the text came to have lives of their own.

Although Uncle Tom is a recognized icon of American culture, this is the first book to concentrate on the
visual discourse involving the character, interpreting a period of American sociocultural history that has been
neglected by art historians. Morgan shows how these iconic images offered the country a means of both
representing and reinventing its slave past. By examining illustrations by Hammatt Billings and George
Cruikshank and the work of painters such as Winslow Homer, Eastman Johnson, Henry Ossawa Tanner, and
Thomas Satterwhite Noble, she breaks down boundaries between high art and popular culture to demonstrate
how these distinctions helped validate the views of elite producers of culture.

Morgan argues that the popularity of Uncle Tom’s Cabin made it dangerous to prevailing attitudes and the
institutional structures kept in place by them, as pictures joined words to challenge patriarchy. She shows
how subsequent visual strategies were used to coax the subversive potential of Stowe’s work back within
accepted boundaries, as imaging of black people was involved in a cultural backlash against decades of
abolition propaganda. Pictures of figures once read as sympathetic were redefined into an alternative
propaganda to reinforce white supremacy and put limits on African Americans’ access to citizenship after
emancipation.

Despite the simultaneous existence of an urban-based, business-class clientele for paintings and a more
popular audience for book illustrations, show posters, and sheet music, Morgan shows that representations of
blacks tended to reinforce social hierarchies and protect established regimes. Uncle Tom’s Cabin as Visual
Culture is a compelling reexamination of an American icon—and a persuasive case study in how
representations of African Americans change in response to social and political agendas.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Hall:

This book untitled Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual Culture to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you to past this publication from your list.

David Creason:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual Culture your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
prior to. The Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual Culture giving you a different experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Steven Cordell:

Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual Culture can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual
Culture although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial pondering.

Anita Sizemore:

The book untitled Uncle Tom's Cabin as Visual Culture contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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