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Modern Gothic culture alternately fascinates, horrifies, or bewilders many of us. We cringe at pictures of
Marilyn Manson, cheer for Buffy in Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and try not to stare at the pierced and tattooed
teens we pass on the streets. But what is it about this dark and morbidly morose aesthetic that fascinates us
today? In Contemporary Gothic, Catherine Spooner probes the reasons behind the prevalence of the Gothic
in popular culture and how it has inspired innovative new work in film, literature, music, and art. 

Spooner traces the emergence of the Gothic subculture over the past few decades and examines the various
aspects of contemporary society that revolve around the grotesque, abject, and artificial. The Gothic is
continually resituated in different spheres of culture, she reveals, as she explores the transplantation of the
“street” Goth style to haute couture runway looks by fashion designers. The Gothic also appears in a number
of surprisingly diverse representations, and Spoonerconsiders them all, from the artistic excesses of Jake and
Dinos Chapman to the fashions of Alexander McQueen, and from the mind-bending films of David Lynch to
the abnormal postmodern subjects of Joel-Peter Witkin’s photography.

In an engaging way, Contemporary Gothic argues that this style ultimately balances a number of
contradictions—the grotesque and incorporeal, authentic self-expression and campiness, mass popularity and
cult appeal, comfort and outrage—and these contradictions make the Gothic a crucial expression of
contemporary cultural currents. Whether seeking to understand the stories behind the TV show Supernatural
or to extract deeper meanings from modern literature, Contemporary Gothic is a lively and virtually
unparalleled study of the modern Gothic sensibility that pervades popular culture today.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

The book Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI))? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Tenesha Little:

This Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI))
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Colleen Harman:

This book untitled Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI)) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Nancy Herman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Contemporary Gothic (Focus on Contemporary Issues (FOCI))
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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