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"Once in the military system, Israelis never fully exit," writes the prizewinning journalist Patrick Tyler in the
prologue to Fortress Israel. "They carry the military identity for life, not just through service in the reserves
until age forty-nine . . . but through lifelong expectations of loyalty and secrecy." The military is the country
to a great extent, and peace will only come, Tyler argues, when Israel's military elite adopt it as the national
strategy.

Fortress Israel is an epic portrayal of Israel's martial culture?of Sparta presenting itself as Athens. From
Israel's founding in 1948, we see a leadership class engaged in an intense ideological struggle over whether
to become the "light unto nations," as envisioned by the early Zionists, or to embrace an ideology of state
militarism with the objective of expanding borders and exploiting the weaknesses of the Arabs. In his first
decade as prime minister, David Ben-Gurion conceived of a militarized society, dominated by a powerful
defense establishment and capable of defeating the Arabs in serial warfare over many decades. Bound by
self-reliance and a stern resolve never to forget the Holocaust, Israel's military elite has prevailed in war but
has also at times overpowered Israel's democracy. Tyler takes us inside the military culture of Moshe Dayan,
Yitzhak Rabin, Ariel Sharon, and Benjamin Netanyahu, introducing us to generals who make decisions that
trump those of elected leaders and who disdain diplomacy as appeasement or surrender.

Fortress Israel shows us how this martial culture envelops every family. Israeli youth go through three years
of compulsory military service after high school, and acceptance into elite commando units or air force
squadrons brings lasting prestige and a network for life. So ingrained is the martial outlook and identity,
Tyler argues, that Israelis are missing opportunities to make peace even when it is possible to do so. "The
Zionist movement had survived the onslaught of world wars, the Holocaust, and clashes of ideology," writes
Tyler, "but in the modern era of statehood, Israel seemed incapable of fielding a generation of leaders who
could adapt to the times, who were dedicated to ending . . . [Israel's] isolation, or to changing the paradigm
of military preeminence."

Based on a vast array of sources, declassified documents, personal archives, and interviews across the
spectrum of Israel's ruling class, Fortress Israel is a remarkable story of character, rivalry, conflict, and the
competing impulses for war and for peace in the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

The book Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who Run the Country--and Why They Can't
Make Peace make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who
Run the Country--and Why They Can't Make Peace to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite
Who Run the Country--and Why They Can't Make Peace. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rachel Louviere:

The book Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who Run the Country--and Why They Can't
Make Peace will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who Run the Country--and Why They Can't
Make Peace is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

William McCown:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who Run the
Country--and Why They Can't Make Peace can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Anthony Bankston:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Fortress Israel: The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who
Run the Country--and Why They Can't Make Peace why because the amazing cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.



Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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