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When moviegoers accompany Dorothy through the gates of the Emerald City, they may think they have
discovered all there is to see of Oz--but as real friends of the Wizard know, more lies behind the curtain. The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz, on which the 1939 film was based, was only the first of 14 Oz books. Together
these works constitute a series rich in allusions to a broad range of literary traditions, including fairy tale,
myth, epic, the picaresque novel, and visions of utopia. Reflecting on L. Frank Baum's entire series of full-
length Oz books, this study introduces readers to the great folklorist who created not only Dorothy and
friends, but countless wonderful characters who still await discovery. Close analysis of each book invites
readers to search Baum's fascinating stories for meaning and mythical quality. Progressing chronologically
through the canon, the author discusses literary devices and important thematic implications in each book,
arguing that Baum wrote for the pleasure of both children and adults, both to provide entertainment and to
teach moral lessons. Of particular significance is the argument, sustained over several chapters, that Baum
modeled his Oz books on classic mythical patterns, rewriting Oz history in nearly every book to produce a
different set of backgrounds and a different conception of utopia for his imaginary kingdom. This variety of
backgrounds and archetypes gives Baum's books a truly universal appeal. Examinations of his non-Oz books
and his other Oz works, such as Little Wizard Stories of Oz and The Woggle-Bug Book, illuminate the
discussion of the Oz novels.
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From reader reviews:

Pete Plaisance:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth in the L. Frank Baum Books. Try to
stumble through book Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth in the L. Frank Baum Books as your pal. It means
that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Gary Johnson:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth
in the L. Frank Baum Books book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kendrick Hardee:

The book with title Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth in the L. Frank Baum Books has a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Alice Weaver:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth in the L. Frank Baum Books why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.
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