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This insightful study places African American women's stardom in historical and industrial contexts by
examining the star personae of five African American women: Dorothy Dandridge, Pam Grier, Whoopi
Goldberg, Oprah Winfrey, and Halle Berry. Interpreting each woman's celebrity as predicated on a brand of
charismatic authority, Mia Mask shows how these female stars have ultimately complicated the conventional
discursive practices through which blackness and womanhood have been represented in commercial cinema,
independent film, and network television.

Mask examines the function of these stars in seminal yet underanalyzed films. She considers Dandridge's
status as a sexual commodity in films such as Tamango, revealing the contradictory discourses regarding
race and sexuality in segregation-era American culture. Grier's feminist-camp performances in sexploitation
pictures Women in Cages and The Big Doll House and her subsequent blaxploitation vehicles Coffy and Foxy
Brown highlight a similar tension between representing African American women as both objectified
stereotypes and powerful, self-defining icons. Mask reads Goldberg's transforming habits in Sister Act and
The Associate as representative of her unruly comedic routines, while Winfrey's daily television performance
as self-made, self-help guru echoes Horatio Alger narratives of success. Finally, Mask analyzes Berry's
meteoric success by acknowledging the ways in which Dandridge's career made Berry's possible.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
new book Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Marina Rutt:

The reserve untitled Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film is the e-book that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Divas on Screen: Black Women in American
Film from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mary McDonald:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Mary Clement:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list will be Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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