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In 1954 the U.S. Air Force launched an ambitious program known as WS-117L to develop the world’s first
reconnaissance satellite. The goal was to take photographic images from space and relay them back to Earth
via radio. Because of technical issues and bureaucratic resistance, however, WS-117L was seriously behind
schedule by the time Sputnik orbited Earth in 1957 and was eventually cancelled. The air force began
concentrating instead on new programs that eventually launched the first successful U.S. spy satellites.

Eyeing the Red Storm examines the birth of space-based reconnaissance not from the perspective of
CORONA (the first photo reconnaissance satellite to fly) but rather from that of the WS-117L. Robert M.
Dienesch’s revised assessment places WS-117L within the larger context of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
presidency, focusing on the dynamic between military and civilian leadership. Dienesch demonstrates how
WS-117L promised Eisenhower not merely military intelligence but also the capacity to manage national
security against the Soviet threat. As a fiscal conservative, Eisenhower believed a strong economy was the
key to surviving the Cold War and saw satellite reconnaissance as a means to understand the Soviet military
challenge more clearly and thus keep American defense spending under control. 

Although WS-117L never flew, it provided the foundation for all subsequent satellites, breaking theoretical
barriers and helping to overcome major technical hurdles, which ensured the success of America’s first
working reconnaissance satellites and their photographic missions during the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt
to Build a Spy Satellite will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Frank Keating:

Beside this kind of Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First
Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!

Rosalyn Kendall:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt
to Build a Spy Satellite can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite.

Mary Chapa:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
at this book Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite. You can more



pleasing than now.
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