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I am well aware of the widespread and well-justified antipathy toward playing by ear. I was indoctrinated
with this same antipathy, but, at the age of sixteen, after my first appearance with a symphony orchestra, I
revolted and attempted to doodle at the piano. To my dismay, I discovered I could not play Dixie by
ear—even in one hand. Alexander's Ragtime Band came to the rescue and opened up new vistas in music.
May all other musicians, young and old, popular and classic, dilettante and professional, enjoy the same
opportunity.
The curse of notation is that it uses a psychological unit different from that which the composer uses. Our
objective in musical performance is always to re-create the musical thought and experience of the composer.
But the composer thinks in terms of musical sound; the symbols of notation are a necessary evil—the
machinery of communication. We can best recapture the musical thought when we reproduce it directly and
do not need this disconcerting mechanism of notation.
Everyone can play by ear. Some can go farther than others. Unfortunately, no one has ever attempted to
teach serious music students to depend upon their ears as much as possible. Eventually the ear player reaches
his limit and must use notation to study music further; but this limit is much broader than is generally
supposed. Moreover, our musical horizon—our limit of comprehension—is not far beyond this point where
the ear must yield to rational machinery for guidance.
Everyone can play by note. Some can go farther than others. In any event, musical comprehension is
expected to accompany this note playing. But eventually the note player reaches his limit. He will do well to
investigate what ear playing can contribute to his further progress.
When we learn to talk, either in our mother tongue or in a foreign language, we do not all begin with the
same words. We learn most easily the words which have to do with our chief interests. Similarly, in playing
by ear the student should follow his own inclinations rather than the order of this book. One does not need a
text to learn to speak a language which he is hearing several hours every day; but a grammar and a dictionary
are a great help. One does not need a text to play music which he is hearing on radio and records several
hours each day; but this book will help. The ear player must practice, just as the note player must practice;
but the practice need not be drudgery. The most effective practice consists in having a good time with the
instrument.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

The book How to Play by Ear can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book How to Play by Ear? A number of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book How to Play by Ear has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Fred Ashman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled How
to Play by Ear the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then
become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The How to Play by
Ear giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for
your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Robert Baxter:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking How to Play by Ear that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you may pick How to Play by Ear become your own personal starter.

Brenda Cornell:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this How to Play by Ear can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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