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The little known story of perhaps the most productive Congress in US history, the First Federal Congress of
1789–1791.

The First Congress was the most important in US history, says prizewinning author and historian Fergus
Bordewich, because it established how our government would actually function. Had it failed—as many at
the time feared it would—it’s possible that the United States as we know it would not exist today.

The Constitution was a broad set of principles. It was left to the members of the First Congress and President
George Washington to create the machinery that would make the government work. Fortunately, James
Madison, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, and others less well known today, rose to the occasion. During
two years of often fierce political struggle, they passed the first ten amendments to the Constitution; they
resolved bitter regional rivalries to choose the site of the new national capital; they set in place the procedure
for admitting new states to the union; and much more. But the First Congress also confronted some issues
that remain to this day: the conflict between states’ rights and the powers of national government; the proper
balance between legislative and executive power; the respective roles of the federal and state judiciaries; and
funding the central government. Other issues, such as slavery, would fester for decades before being
resolved.

The First Congress tells the dramatic story of the two remarkable years when Washington, Madison, and
their dedicated colleagues struggled to successfully create our government, an achievement that has lasted to
the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Shephard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington,
and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government. Try to make the book The First Congress:
How James Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Gayle Oconnell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The First Congress: How James
Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government, you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Pearl Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The First Congress: How James Madison,
George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still doubt The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington, and a Group
of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dennis Sellers:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The First Congress: How James



Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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