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In this compellingly argued and deeply personal book, respected sports historian Michael Oriard--who was
himself a former second-team All-American at Notre Dame--explores a wide range of trends that have
changed the face of big-time college football and transformed the role of the student-athlete.

Oriard considers such issues as the politicization of football in the 1960s and the implications of the
integration of college football. The heart of the book examines a handful of decisions by the NCAA in the
early seventies--to make freshmen eligible to play, to lower admission standards, and, most critically, to
replace four-year athletic scholarships with one-year renewable scholarships--that helped transform student-
athletes into athlete-students and turned the college game into a virtual farm league for professional football.

Oriard then traces the subsequent history of the sport as it has tried to grapple with the fundamental
contradiction of college football as both extracurricular activity and multi-billion-dollar mass entertainment.
The relentless necessity to pursue revenue, Oriard argues, undermines attempts to maintain academic
standards, and it fosters a football culture in which athletes are both excessively entitled and exploited.

As a former college football player, Oriard brings a unique perspective to his topic, and his sympathies are
always with the players and for the game. This original and compelling study will interest everyone
concerned about the future of college football.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football
from the Sixties to the BCS Era book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Rodriguez:

This Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football from the Sixties to the BCS Era are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Bowled Over: Big-Time College
Football from the Sixties to the BCS Era can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football from the
Sixties to the BCS Era forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Anna Sanders:

The actual book Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football from the Sixties to the BCS Era has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Ollie Waymire:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football from the Sixties to the BCS Era your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The Bowled Over: Big-Time College Football from the Sixties to the BCS
Era giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for
your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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