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Drawn from a mosaic of influences, including folk, gospel, and blues, R&B represents both everything that
came before and nothing that was heard before. This is the music that bridged the gap between audiences and
helped, at the very height of racism in America, to dismantle racial barriers. So much of today's music is
derived directly from the highly influential and critically important sounds of R&B that without it we would
have never known the classic soul of the late '50s and '60s, the glory days of the genre. Similarly, rock n' roll
as seen through the eyes of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley would have never evolved without the foundation
laid by their R&B predecessors. Through substantial entries on the chief architects and innovators, Icons of
R&B and Soul offers a vibrant overview of the music's impact in American culture and how it reflected
contemporary society's politics, trends, and social issues.

Numerous sidebars highlight Motown, prominent record labels, hit songs, related singers and songwriters,
key events, and significant aspects of the music industry. Also included is a list of important print and Web
resources, as well as a list of selected recordings. An essential reference for high school and public libraries,
this encyclopedia will help students explore the historical and cultural framework of R&B and soul music
through the musicians who have come to define the genre. Among the featured: -Ray Charles -Little Richard
-Fats Domino & New Orleans R&B -Ruth Brown -Sam Cooke -Etta James -James Brown -Aretha Franklin -
The Supremes -Otis Redding -Ike & Tina Turner -Curtis Mayfield -Berry Gordy -Stevie Wonder -Marvin
Gaye -Smokey Robinson -The Temptations -Prince
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Fletcher:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Icons of R&B and Soul [2 volumes]: An
Encyclopedia of the Artists Who Revolutionized Rhythm (Greenwood Icons) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Scott Burnett:

The book untitled Icons of R&B and Soul [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of the Artists Who Revolutionized
Rhythm (Greenwood Icons) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Antonio Batts:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Icons of R&B and Soul [2
volumes]: An Encyclopedia of the Artists Who Revolutionized Rhythm (Greenwood Icons) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Peter Christensen:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Icons of R&B and Soul [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of the Artists Who Revolutionized
Rhythm (Greenwood Icons) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative
person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book Icons of R&B and Soul [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of the Artists
Who Revolutionized Rhythm (Greenwood Icons). You can more attractive than now.
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