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Excerpt from Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography

The author's life among the Indians was spout chiefly with a single division of the Dakota, known as the
Santee or Mdewakantonwan. A few of the Teton words in his dictionary were furnished by one of his sons,
Rev. T. L. Riggs, but most of them were obtained from Rev. W. J. Cleveland. The author, moreover, knew
very little about the languages of those cognate tribes that are not Dakota, such as the Ponka, Omaha, Kausa,
Winnebago, etc., while I have lived among many of these tribes and have devoted considerable time to the
comparison of most of the Siouan languages, having engaged in original investigation from time to time, as
late as February, 1893, when I visited the Biloxi Indians in Louisiana.

In order, therefore, to furnish the readers of this volume with the latest information, and to give more fully
than was possible in those footnotes for which I am responsible my reasons for hesitating to accept some of
the author's conclusions, as well as evidence confirmatory of some of the author's statements this preface has
been written.

In my notation of Dakota words, both in this preface and in the footnotes, the author's alphabet has been
used, except whore additional characters wore needed; and such characters are described in the following
section of this preface. Hut in recording the corresponding words in the cognate languages the alphabet used
is that of the Bureau of Ethnology.

All footnotes followed by "S. R. R." were contributed by the author. Those furnished by bis son, Rev. Alfred
L. Riggs, are signed "A. L. R." "T. L. R." stands for Rev. T. L. Riggs, and "J. P. W." for Rev. J. P.
Williamson. "J. O. D." marks those footnotes for which I am responsible.

The alphabet given by the author on pages 3 and 4 has no characters representing certain sounds heard in the
Teton dialect of the Dakota and in some of the cognate languages. Besides these, there are other sounds,
unknown in Teton and the other dialects of the Dakota, but common to the other languages of the Siouan
family. These peculiar sounds and some additional ones which are described are given in the characters
adopted by the Bureau of Ethnology. The authority for the Hidatsa words is Dr. Washington Matthews, U. S.
Army.
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This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

This Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint) is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt this?

Tisha Betancourt:

Beside this specific Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also
read it from today!

Joseph Barnett:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography
(Classic Reprint) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Rebecca McGrew:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Dakota Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint) we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Dakota
Grammar, Texts, and Ethnography (Classic Reprint). You can more desirable than now.
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