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In an Antique Land is a brilliant hybrid, a subversive history in the guise of a traveller's tale. It tells the story
of two Indians in Egypt. The first was a twelfth-century slave; the second is Amitav Ghosh, who stumbled
upon the slave in the margins of letters that were written by the slave's master. His curiosity piqued - even
ill-defined, the slave's presence in the records of medieval history was completely out of the ordinary -
Ghosh journeyed to Egypt in 1980 to try to fill in the details of the slave's life. His search - which would last
for ten years - began in a tiny village two hours from Alexandria where Ghosh found himself among people
for whom 'the world outside was still replete with wonders of the unknown.' There was Abu-Ali, his
gargantuan landlord; Khamees the Rat, the beady-eyed local wit; his adversary, the Imam; Zaghloul the
weaver (once so obsessed with a girl that he spent his nights kneeling outside her window to listen to the
sound of her breathing); and young, quiet Nabeel, who would be left stranded in Baghdad at the outset of the
Gulf War. These were zealous Muslims who found him, a Hindu, fascinating but utterly incomprehensible.
Yet they willingly became his guides as he sifted through fact and conjecture, piecing together the slave's
journey from India to Egypt. Ghosh discovered an 'elusive and mysterious acquaintance' in the slave, with
whom he seemed to share, across eight hundred years, the experience of dislocation, and who seemed to
have given him 'a right to be there, a sense of entitlement.' And, moving between the present and the ancient
past, between his own life and the slave's, Ghosh creates an exuberant multi-layered narrative, rich in
detailand anecdote, that affords us not only an inkling of the slave's life, but also a unique understanding of
the private life of the world that both he and the author came to inhabit.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

The publication untitled In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's Tale is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's Tale from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Paul Erdmann:

This In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's Tale is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's Tale can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Christopher Sanchez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's
Tale was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In an Antique Land: History in
the Guise of a Traveler's Tale has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Catherine Estey:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this In an Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveler's Tale can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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