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To travel upon the Silk Road is to travel through history. Millennia older than California’s Camino Real, and
perhaps even a few years senior to the roads of the Roman Empire, the Silk Road is a network of routes
stretching from delta towns of China all the way to the Mediterranean Sea – a cultural highway considered to
be essential to the development of some of the world’s oldest civilizations. It was upon this road that that
Chinese silk traveled and was exchanged for incense, precious stones, and gold from India, the Middle East
and as far the Mediterranean, contributing to the great tradition of commercial and idea exchange along the
way.

In the fall of 1992, celebrated translator, writer, and scholar Bill Porter left his home in Hong Kong and
decided to travel from China to Pakistan by way of this famous and often treacherous Silk Road. Equipped
with a plastic bottle of whiskey, needle-nose pliers, and the companionship of an old friend, Porter embarks
upon the journey on the anniversary of Hong Kong’s liberation from the Japanese after World War II and
concludes in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, at the end of the monsoon season. Weaving witty travel
anecdotes with the history and fantastical mythology of China and the surrounding regions, Porter exposes a
world of card-sharks, unheard-of ethnic minorities, terracotta soldiers, nuclear experiments in the desert,
emperors falling in love with bathing maidens, monks with miracle tongues, and a giant Buddha relaxing to
music played by an invisible band.

The Silk Road is the second of a three-book memoir series about Porter’s travels in and around China to be
published by Counterpoint. With an eye for cultural idiosyncrasies and a vast knowledge of history, Porter
continues to make with his mark as an expert and travel writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Drake:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Silk
Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Sandra Maes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to
Pakistan is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Joseph Benoit:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Silk Road: Taking
the Bus to Pakistan can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

George Jamison:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to
get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Silk Road:
Taking the Bus to Pakistan can make you experience more interested to read.
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