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Hilary Putnam has been convinced for some time that the present situation in philosophy calls for
revitalization and renewal; in this latest book he shows us what shape he would like that renewal to take.
Words and Life offers a sweeping account of the sources of several of the central problems of philosophy,
past and present, and of why some of those problems are not going to go away. As the titles of the first four
parts in the volume--"The Return of Aristotle," "The Legacy of Logical Positivism," "The Inheritance of
Pragmatism," and "Essays after Wittgenstein"--suggest, many of the essays are concerned with tracing the
recent, and the not so recent, history of these problems.

The goal is to bring out what is coercive and arbitrary about some of our present ways of posing the
problems and what is of continuing interest in certain past approaches to them. Various supposedly timeless
philosophical problems appear, on closer inspection, to change with altered historical circumstances, while
there turns out to be much of permanent value in Aristotle's, Peirce's, Dewey's, and Reichenbach's work on
some of the problems that continue to exercise us.

A unifying theme of the volume as a whole is that reductionism, scientism, and old-style disenchanted
naturalism tend to be obstacles to philosophical progress. The titles of the final three parts of the volume--
"Truth and Reference," "Mind and Language," and "The Diversity of the Sciences"--indicate that the sweep
of the problems considered here comprehends all the fundamental areas of contemporary analytic
philosophy. Rich in detail, the book is also grand in scope, allowing us to trace the ongoing intellectual
evolution of one of the most significant philosophers of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Silvey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Words and Life book as beginning and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Samuel Hamby:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Words and Life book because this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Carlos Lauzon:

The reserve with title Words and Life posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Francis Lopez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Words and Life reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Words and Life as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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