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Step aboard the floating cities that patrol international waters, launch aircraft from their decks, and
decide the fate of war. Behold the king of naval warfare: the aircraft carrier.

Soon after the Wright Brothers' historic flight in 1903, officials explored the airplane's military applications.
The seaplane and the flying boat were conceived to combine air and naval operations, but their potential
proved limited. Aircraft that could operate from the deck of a ship, however, offered tremendous
possibilities. A few visionaries seized the opportunity, and by mid-century the aircraft carrier eclipsed the
battleship as the preeminent weapon of naval warfare.

Since the first successful launch of an airplane from the deck of a naval ship in 1910, "fighting flattops" have
evolved into immense, nuclear-powered vessels--floating cities capable of launching dozens of aircraft
performing a variety of missions, including attack, escort, antisubmarine patrol, and deterrence. This
illustrated history covers that evolution, from the first tentative steps taken by naval aviators before World
War I to the roles these massive ships have played in the War on Terror. While author Michael Haskew
focuses on US Navy carriers, he also provides coverage of parallel and competing carrier developments
overseas. In addition to explaining the technologies behind past and present carriers and their aircraft,
Haskew reexamines major engagements involving carriers, especially the epic Pacific battles of World War
II, as well as personalities who were central to carrier development and deployment and naval doctrine
relating to carriers.

Filled with carefully curated period photography and modern images showing aircraft carriers throughout the
decades, Aircraft Carriers is a celebration of naval warfare's most important innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Kenton Marshall:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the
World's Most Important Warships. Try to face the book Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the
World's Most Important Warships as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Janet Kline:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Beth Call:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most
Important Warships can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Aircraft Carriers:
The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships.

Russell Howell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the
World's Most Important Warships was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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