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At a crucial time in American history, narratives of women in command or imperiled at sea contributed to
the construction of a national rhetoric. Robin Miskolcze makes her case by way of careful readings of images
of women at sea before the Civil War in her book Women and Children First. Though the sea has
traditionally been interpreted as the province of men, women have gone to sea as mothers, wives,
figureheads, and slaves. In fact, in the nineteenth century, women at sea contributed to the formation of an
ethics of survival that helped to define American ideals. This study examines, often for the first time, images
of women at sea in antebellum narratives ranging from novels and sermons to newspaper accounts and
lithographs.
 
Anglo-American women in antebellum sea narratives are often portrayed as models of American ideals
derived from women’s seemingly innate Christian self-sacrifice. Miskolcze argues that these ideals, in
conjunction with the maritime directive of “women and children first” during sea disasters, in turn defined a
new masculine individualism, one that was morally minded, rooted in Christian principles, and dedicated to
preserving virtue. Further, Miskolcze contends that without the antebellum sea narratives portraying the
Christian self-sacrifice of women, the abolitionist cause would have suffered. African American women
appealed to the directive of “women and children first” to make manifest their own womanhood, and by
extension, their own humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Farrell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Women and Children First: Nineteenth-
Century Sea Narratives and American Identity e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Women and
Children First: Nineteenth-Century Sea Narratives and American Identity as good book not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Patrick Taylor:

Beside this Women and Children First: Nineteenth-Century Sea Narratives and American Identity in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Women and Children First: Nineteenth-
Century Sea Narratives and American Identity because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Ronald Dotson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Women and Children First: Nineteenth-Century Sea
Narratives and American Identity was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Women and Children First: Nineteenth-Century Sea Narratives and American Identity has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Jack Murray:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Women and Children First: Nineteenth-Century Sea Narratives and



American Identity can make you really feel more interested to read.
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