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"Few books on popular music treat their subject so comprehensively, with thoughtful attention to ideology,
history, and verbal and musical rhetoric. Miyakawa’s approach is at once comprehensive and streamlined,
making for an especially effective presentation of the issues as well as a good read." ?Albin Zak, author of
The Poetics of Rock: Cutting Tracks, Making Records

"Miyakaya provides a great deal of information and analysis that is impossible to come by elsewhere. A
sterling example of culturally-engaged musicology, her book is also a significant contribution to American
history." ?Joseph Schloss, author of Making Beats: The Art of Sample-Based Hip-Hop

The Five Percent Nation is a controversial organization and a substantial cultural force. Also known as Five
Percenters, this offshoot of the Nation of Islam has employed commercial rap, or "God Hop," to teach its
beliefs, comment on relevant issues, and recruit new members. Rap artists such as Erykah Badu and Queen
Latifah are past members of the Five Percent Nation; GURU and Wu-Tang Clan are currently affiliated.

Five Percenter Rap: God Hop’s Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission examines the phenomenon
from musical, historical, and cultural perspectives. Such a kaleidoscopic approach is necessary given the
Five Percent Nation’s complex theology?grounded in Black Muslim traditions, black nationalism, Kemetic
(ancient Egyptian) symbolism, Masonic mysticism, and Gnostic spirituality?its historical ties to major
movements and moments in American history, and its deep involvement with popular culture.

After establishing the theological and historical underpinnings of Five Percenter Rap, Felicia Miyakawa
considers its marketing approaches and its use of specific musical techniques such as sampling, groove, and
layering (often in significant numerical groupings). These techniques, she argues, are in service to the greater
goal of Five Percenter rappers, who see themselves primarily as teachers and as bringers of a specific type of
redemption and self-knowledge to benighted souls.

Vividly written and solidly researched, Five Percenter Rap will appeal to readers interested in popular music,
American music and history, and African American religion and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Clare Lucas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim
Mission (Profiles in Popular Music). Try to the actual book Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message,
and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in Popular Music) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Agustin Byler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Five Percenter
Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in Popular Music)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeffrey Garner:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim
Mission (Profiles in Popular Music) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Esther Cunningham:

You will get this Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in
Popular Music) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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