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In 1904, while still working on his translations of Ruskin, Marcel Proust wrote to Maurice Barrès "I still
have two Ruskin's to do, and after that I shall try to translate my own poor soul, if it doesn't die in the
meantime." Within a few years Proust would begin this translation of his "own poor soul"--the monumental
Remembrance of Things Past, one of the great literary works of the 20th century.
In this volume of Proust's collected letters--translated by Terence Kilmartin, acclaimed for his work on the
Moncrieff translation of Proust's works--the reader is carried inside this pivotal moment in a great writer's
life. In a letter to Louis d'Albufera he lists the projects he has in hand: "a study on the nobility, a Parisian
novel, an essay on Sainte-Beuve and Flaubert, an essay on Women, an essay on Pederasty (not easy to
publish), a study on stained-glass windows, a study on tombstones, a study on the novel"--all subjects that
eventually found their way into Remembrance of Things Past. The final letter in the volume talks of
alterations to his flat "which are essential for my peace and quiet"--an allusion no doubt to the cork-lined
room in which he would spend so many years continuing to pursue his quest for "Lost Time."
The letters are intriguing for what they say about the work, but they also offer an intimate portrait of the
man--the sometime invlaid recluse, sometime socialite. Although Proust spent a great deal of time insulated
at home, when he does go out it is clear that the talent for malicious observation so evident in Guermantes
Way was already quite sharp. He refers to a group of dowagers he'd seen at a concert as "portraits of
monsters from the time when people didn't know how to draw." And his letters to his devoted friend the
composer Reynaldo Hahn are full of wit, scurrilous gossip and a great deal of teasing. He also carries on
lively exchanges with two very different women--Marie Nordlinger, a serious, dedicated artist, and Louisa de
Mornand, a frivolous, mercenary actress. His letters to Marie are affectionate, but his letters to Louisa are
amorous--sometimes even salacious, (possibly because she served as a surrogate for his real interst, her lover
Albufera.) Proust's celebrated devotion to his mother is also evident in this collection. Theirs is an intimate
and loving correspondence, and her death in 1905 is clearly a tremendous blow ("My life has now forever
lost its only purpose, its only sweetness, its only consolation.")
This long-awaited volume will be welcomed by scholars and general readers alike. The letters offer a special
insight into the man and his art during a crucial period, and they are as delightful to read--as beautifully
crafted, witty and poignant--as his fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Knight:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Marcel Proust: Selected Letters
Volume II: 1904-1909 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jon Pittenger:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Marcel Proust: Selected Letters
Volume II: 1904-1909 is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jack Caldwell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Marcel Proust: Selected Letters Volume II:
1904-1909 can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Marcel Proust: Selected Letters
Volume II: 1904-1909.

Brian Hill:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book Marcel Proust: Selected Letters Volume II: 1904-1909 was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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