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"Did I not tell you this would happen? I knew they would never allow me to live, I was too great an obstacle
to their religion." – Mary, Queen of Scots

The position in history of Mary Queen of Scots is a paradoxical one. Her fame as a monarch lies less in her
personality or achievements than in her position within the dynastic maneuvers and political-religious
upheavals taking place in northwest Europe in the 16th century. Most monarchs spend their early years
learning in preparation to rule and then spend the latter part of their lives wielding power and status, but
Mary was thrust upon the throne when she was only a week old, and she ceased to be queen nearly 20 years
before her death.

Mary's was an unusual reign in a tumultuous period, and her tragedy was intertwined with her country's
transformation. In Mary’s case, she was a second cousin once removed of England’s Queen Elizabeth I,
which made her a rival for the throne. Mary was the granddaughter of Margaret Tudor, Henry VIII's sister,
and her Catholicism made Mary the true and rightful Queen of England in the eyes of many Catholics and
the Vatican.

These facts, coupled with the realization that several English Catholics (especially rebels active in the Rising
of the North movement) supported Mary, ardently made Elizabeth I uneasy. Mary also did not help herself
when she married James Hepburn, 4th Earl of Bothwell, who was widely accused of raping her. The Scottish
people rebelled, and Mary abdicated and fled southwards towards England.

Elizabeth I was unsure at first what to do with Mary, so she kept Mary imprisoned in several castles and
manor houses inside England (making escape difficult and thus unlikely). After 18 years and 9 months in
Elizabeth's custody, it became clear that the situation was becoming untenable mainly due to Catholic efforts
on the continent and within England to have Elizabeth I assassinated and to raise Mary Stuart to England's
throne after marrying her to the recusant Catholic Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk.

By some accounts, Elizabeth's spymaster and principal secretary Francis Walsingham, either trapped Mary
or fabricated evidence on high treason charges associated with the plot initiated by Anthony Babington. In
1587, Mary was executed for her involvement in conspiracies to assassinate Elizabeth. Elizabeth is said to
have had deep misgivings about executing a fellow sovereign and thereby setting a pernicious precedent. Nor
could Elizabeth forget that her own mother, Anne Boleyn (though only a queen consort), had also been
executed.

Though she had put Mary to death, Elizabeth’s unmarried and childless status left no Tudor to follow her.
Thus, she was succeeded by her Mary’s son James, whose reign united the two kingdoms of England and



Scotland. All British monarchs have since descended from James.

Mary, Queen of Scots: The History and Legacy of Mary Stuart of Scotland chronicles the tumultuous life of
Mary and her role in history. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn
about Mary Stuart like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Mary York:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Mary, Queen of Scots: The History and Legacy of Mary
Stuart of Scotland. Try to the actual book Mary, Queen of Scots: The History and Legacy of Mary Stuart of
Scotland as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Donovan Houseman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Mary, Queen of Scots: The History
and Legacy of Mary Stuart of Scotland. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Joseph Kidwell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now
could be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If
you obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mary, Queen of Scots: The History
and Legacy of Mary Stuart of Scotland as your daily resource information.

Gale Gibbs:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mary, Queen
of Scots: The History and Legacy of Mary Stuart of Scotland which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.
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