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The Christian Science Monitor's #1 Best Book of the Year

A witty, informative, and popular travelogue about the Scandinavian countries and how they may not be as
happy or as perfect as we assume, “The Almost Nearly Perfect People offers up the ideal mixture of
intriguing and revealing facts” (Laura Miller, Salon).

Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten years, and he has grown
increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this part of the world offered up by the Western media. In
this timely book he leaves his adopted home of Denmark and embarks on a journey through all five of the
Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their success, and, most intriguing of
all, what they think of one another.

Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really have the best education
system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending their
fantastic oil wealth? And why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People Michael
Booth explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and why, and what their quirks and foibles are,
and he explores why these societies have become so successful and models for the world. Along the way a
more nuanced, often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by suffocating
parochialism, and populated by extremists of various shades. They may very well be almost nearly perfect,
but it isn’t easy being Scandinavian.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Almost Nearly Perfect
People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joan Burton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia.

Sandra McLean:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Almost Nearly Perfect
People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the
Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia become your current starter.

Fred Garza:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the
Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the



Scandinavian Utopia to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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