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The antebellum letters in the Skinner Family Papers – housed in the University of North Carolina’s Southern
Historical Collection in Chapel Hill – were written primarily by Tristrim Lowther Skinner; his sister,
Penelope; his father, Joseph Blount Skinner; and his sweetheart, Eliza Fisk Harwood. These eloquent
documents reflect a complex and densely layered world teeming with life, vibrant in their particularity.
Marked by great depth and continuity, the letters reveal much about the background of a terrible war, the
subtleties of courtship and coming-of-age rituals, and the season-to-season labors of the “lean decade.” Here
is an Old South that challenges contemporary ideas of belles and debutante balls, defies the myth of the
languid planter basking in sun-drenched abundance, and redefines a genteel society within the context of a
devastating economic collapse. Here is an Old South practicing restraint and attempting to live within its
means.

Mary Maillard’s extensively researched monograph is an essential guide for readers of the coming-of-age
letters of Penelope, Tristrim, and Eliza Harwood Skinner, as well as a general introduction to antebellum
southern culture in North Carolina and Virginia. Like other planter correspondence, almost nothing is
mentioned in the Skinner Family Papers about the institution of slavery – although several slave lists survive.
As Maillard explains, the Skinners’ attitudes towards slavery were complex, contradictory, and conflicted,
particularly in that the family had evolved in three generations from antislavery Quakers to slaveholding
planter elites. Connecting 18th century documents in the Skinner papers with those in Swem Library at the
College of William and Mary, Maillard also reconstructs longstanding kinship links between Edenton, North
Carolina, and Williamsburg, spanning nearly a hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of A Map of Time and Blood: An
Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Yvonne Terrell:

The ability that you get from A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers
1826-1850 may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Map of Time and Blood:
An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family
Papers 1826-1850 instantly.

Angela Gagne:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Map of Time and Blood: An
Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still skepticism A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Guillermo Behler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to



something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this A Map
of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850.
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