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Bohemian composer Bohuslav Martinu (1890-1959) was exceptionally prolific, composing over 400
imaginative, well-crafted, and diverse pieces, including symphonies, operas, ballet scores, and other
orchestral works. For 12 years (1941-1953), he lived in America, during which he enjoyed a brilliant
reputation, and his works were played by nearly all the major orchestras. Yet today, his works are rarely
performed.

In Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose, F. James Rybka provides a documented explanation for
Martinu's amazing output: he had Asperger syndrome. Indeed, Martinu is believed to be the first composer
ever to be documented, albeit retrospectively, with an autistic spectrum disorder. In this unique biography,
Rybka follows Martinu's life from his birth in Policka, Bohemia to his composition studies with Albert
Roussel, his escape from Nazis, and his rise as an internationally recognized composer with premieres of his
works in Boston, Prague, London, and Basel.

As Rybka explains how the dynamics of Asperger Syndrome affected the composer's work, readers will
more fully appreciate Martinu's accomplishments and legacy. Containing important letters and photographs,
this book will inspire and inform those impacted by autism but will also be of interest to music scholars and
students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

The book Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a book Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Karen Lheureux:

This Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose usually are reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Florence Davis:

The reserve with title Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose has a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kay Newberry:

Beside that Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it
from today!
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