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A perfect fish in the evolutionary sense, the broadbill swordfish derives its name from its distinctive
bill—much longer and wider than the bill of any other billfish—which is flattened into the sword we all
recognize. And though the majesty and allure of this warrior fish has commanded much attention—from
adventurous sportfishers eager to land one to ravenous diners eager to taste one—no one has yet been bold
enough to truly take on the swordfish as a biographer. Who better to do so than Richard Ellis, a master of
marine natural history? Swordfish: A Biography of the Ocean Gladiator is his masterly ode to this mighty
fighter.

The swordfish, whose scientific name means “gladiator,” can take on anyone and anything, including ships,
boats, sharks, submarines, divers, and whales, and in this book Ellis regales us with tales of its vitality and
strength. Ellis makes it easy to understand why it has inspired so many to take up the challenge of epic
sportfishing battles as well as the longline fishing expeditions recounted by writers such as Linda Greenlaw
and Sebastian Junger. Ellis shows us how the bill is used for defense—contrary to popular opinion it is not
used to spear prey, but to slash and debilitate, like a skillful saber fencer. Swordfish, he explains, hunt at the
surface as well as thousands of feet down in the depths, and like tuna and some sharks, have an unusual
circulatory system that gives them a significant advantage over their prey, no matter the depth in which they
hunt. Their adaptability enables them to swim in waters the world over—tropical, temperate, and sometimes
cold—and the largest ever caught on rod and reel was landed in Chile in 1953, weighing in at 1,182 pounds
(and this heavyweight fighter, like all the largest swordfish, was a female).

Ellis’s detailed and fascinating, fact-filled biography takes us behind the swordfish’s huge, cornflower-blue
eyes and provides a complete history of the fish from prehistoric fossils to its present-day endangerment, as
our taste for swordfish has had a drastic effect on their population the world over. Throughout, the book is
graced with many of Ellis’s own drawings and paintings, which capture the allure of the fish and bring its
splendor and power to life for armchair fishermen and landlocked readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Thompson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Swordfish: A Biography of the Ocean Gladiator.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Swordfish: A Biography of the Ocean Gladiator. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Antonio Fells:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Swordfish: A
Biography of the Ocean Gladiator is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

David Black:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Swordfish: A Biography of the
Ocean Gladiator, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Corinne Schlegel:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Swordfish: A Biography of the Ocean Gladiator
can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Swordfish: A Biography of the Ocean Gladiator.
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