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From a master chronicler of Spanish history comes a magnificent work about the pivotal years from 1522 to
1566, when Spain was the greatest European power. Hugh Thomas has written a rich and riveting narrative
of exploration, progress, and plunder. At its center is the unforgettable ruler who fought the French and
expanded the Spanish empire, and the bold conquistadors who were his agents. Thomas brings to life King
Charles V—first as a gangly and easygoing youth, then as a liberal statesman who exceeded all his
predecessors in his ambitions for conquest (while making sure to maintain the humanity of his new subjects
in the Americas), and finally as a besieged Catholic leader obsessed with Protestant heresy and interested
only in profiting from those he presided over.

The Golden Empire also presents the legendary men whom King Charles V sent on perilous and
unprecedented expeditions: Hernán Cortés, who ruled the “New Spain” of Mexico as an absolute
monarch—and whose rebuilding of its capital, Tenochtitlan, was Spain’s greatest achievement in the
sixteenth century; Francisco Pizarro, who set out with fewer than two hundred men for Peru, infamously
executed the last independent Inca ruler, Atahualpa, and was finally murdered amid intrigue; and Hernando
de Soto, whose glittering journey to settle land between Rio de la Palmas in Mexico and the southernmost
keys of Florida ended in disappointment and death. Hugh Thomas reveals as never before their torturous
journeys through jungles, their brutal sea voyages amid appalling storms and pirate attacks, and how a cash-
hungry Charles backed them with loans—and bribes—obtained from his German banking friends.

A sweeping, compulsively readable saga of kings and conquests, armies and armadas, dominance and power,
The Golden Empire is a crowning achievement of the Spanish world’s foremost historian.
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From reader reviews:

James Drennan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
has high quality.

Daniel Campbell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Golden Empire: Spain,
Charles V, and the Creation of America, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ana Worcester:

The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Rebecca McGrew:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the



Creation of America.
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