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How can literature, which consists of nothing more than the description of imaginary events and situations,
offer any insight into the workings of "human reality" or "the human condition"? Can mere words illuminate
something that we call "reality"? Bernard Harrison answers these questions in this profoundly original work
that seeks to re-enfranchise reality in the realms of art and discourse. In an ambitious account of the
relationship between literature and cognition, he seeks to show how literary fiction, by deploying words
against a background of imagined circumstances, allows us to focus on the roots, in social practice, of the
meanings by which we represent our world and ourselves. Engaging with philosophers and theorists as
diverse as Wittgenstein, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, Foucault, Derrida, F. R. Leavis, Cleanth Brooks, and Stanley
Fish, and illustrating his ideas through readings of works by Swift, Woolf, Appelfeld, and Dickens, among
others, this book presents a systematic defense of humanism in literary studies, and of the study of the
Humanities more generally, by a distinguished scholar.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this What Is Fiction For?: Literary Humanism Restored.

Latoya Brown:

The particular book What Is Fiction For?: Literary Humanism Restored has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Georgette Tang:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like What Is Fiction For?:
Literary Humanism Restored which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Robert Russo:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book What Is Fiction For?: Literary Humanism Restored. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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