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Japan's modern international history began in 1858 with the signing of the "unequal" commercial treaty with
the United States. Over the next fifteen years, Japanese diplomacy was reshaped to respond to the Western
imperialist challenge. Negotiating with Imperialism is the first book to explain the emergence of modern
Japan through this early period of treaty relations.

Michael Auslin dispels the myth that the Tokugawa bakufu was diplomatically incompetent. Refusing to
surrender to the West's power, bakufu diplomats employed negotiation as a weapon to defend Japan's
interests. Tracing various visions of Japan's international identity, Auslin examines the evolution of the
culture of Japanese diplomacy. Further, he demonstrates the limits of nineteenth-century imperialist power
by examining the responses of British, French, and American diplomats. After replacing the Tokugawa in
1868, Meiji leaders initially utilized bakufu tactics. However, their 1872 failure to revise the treaties led them
to focus on domestic reform as a way of maintaining independence and gaining equality with the West.

In a compelling analysis of the interplay among assassinations, Western bombardment of Japanese cities,
fertile cultural exchange, and intellectual discovery, Auslin offers a persuasive reading of the birth of modern
Japan and its struggle to determine its future relations with the world.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Banks:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of
Japanese Diplomacy.

Roman Leonard:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese
Diplomacy.

Denise Rutledge:

This Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy is great
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we
can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of
Japanese Diplomacy in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Claudia Kelley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of
Japanese Diplomacy this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That



book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.
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