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The antebellum period has long been identified with the belated emergence of atruly national literature. And
yet, as Meredith L. McGill argues, a mass market for books in this period was built and sustained through
what we would call rampant literary piracy: a national literature devel oped not despite but because of the
systematic copying of foreign works. Restoring a political dimension to accounts of the economic grounds of
antebellum literature, McGill unfolds the legal arguments and political struggles that produced an American
"culture of reprinting" and held it in place for two crucial decades.

In this culture of reprinting, the circulation of print outstripped authorial and editorial control. McGill
examines the workings of literary culture within this market, shifting her gaze from first and authorized
editions to reprints and piracies, from the form of the book to the intersection of book and periodical
publishing, and from a national literature to an internally divided and transatlantic literary marketplace.
Through readings of the work of Dickens, Poe, and Hawthorne, McGill seeks both to analyze how changes
in the conditions of publication influenced literary form and to measure what was lost as literary markets
became centralized and literary culture became stratified in the early 1850s. American Literature and the
Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 delineates a distinctive literary culture that was regional in articulation and
transnational in scope, while questioning the grounds of the startlingly recent but nonethel ess powerful
equation of the national interest with the extension of authors rights.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin House:

In other case, little folks like to read book American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853
(Materia Texts). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Material Texts). Y ou can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to
thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Gary Ackley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work this
isdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853
(Materia Texts) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Felix Talarico:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-
1853 (Materia Texts) can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So, why hesitate? We need to have American Literature and
the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Materia Texts).

James Wood:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting,
1834-1853 (Materia Texts) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading ability
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open abook and study it. Beside that the e-book American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-
1853 (Material Texts) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must



you're doing of these time.
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