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Introduction

"If you leave Opi, you'll die with strangers,” Irma Vitale's mother always warned. Even after her beloved
mother's passing, 20-year-old Irmalongs to stay in her Abruzzo mountain village, plying her needle. But too
poor and plain to marry and subject to growing danger in her own home, she risks rough passage to America
and workhouse servitude to achieve her dream of making dresses for gentlewomen.

In the raw immigrant quarters and with the help of an entrepreneuria Irish serving girl, ribbon-decked Polish
ragman and austere Alsatian dressmaker, Irma begins to stitch together anew life. . . until her peace and self
are shattered in the charred remains of the Great Chicago Fire. Enduring a painful recovery, Irmareaches
deep within to find that she has even more to offer the world than her remarkable ability with a needle and
thread

Questions for Discussion

1. Irma's practical skills and world knowledge seem so limited, even compared to those of her brother Carlo.
What abilities and traits help her navigate the difficult passages from Opi to Naples and then west?

2. Irma's mother devoutly believesthat "If you leave Opi, you will die with strangers." How does this
assertion shape Irma's experience and how does she ultimately refineit in away that allows her to move
forward in her journey? How does this family assertion compare to others you may have encountered?

3. Opi, real and remembered, is a powerful force for Irma's self-image and world-view. How does her
conception of Opi change through the novel?

4. Unlike many fictional heroines and perhaps many young women, Irmainitially haslittle interest ina
romantic union. Why not and what must change for her to have a satisfying intimate relationship?

5. At varioustimesin her journey, Irma makes choices which she herself feels are at odds with the Irma
Vitalethat she "really is." |s she accurate in thi
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Aguilar:

The book When We Were Strangers. A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave avery important thing like a book When We Were Strangers. A Novel ? Some
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many factsfor us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you are ableto give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book When We Were Strangers: A
Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Kathleen Strickland:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled When We Were Strangers. A Novel can be good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mary Bunch:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be When We Were Strangers: A Novel.

Gary Roth:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching
fromit. It isreferred to as of book When We Were Strangers: A Novel. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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