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A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist 'Biography'

A groundbreaking biography of the most pioneering and accomplished African-American writer of
the nineteenth century.

Born into slavery in Kentucky, raised on the Western frontier on the farm adjacent to Daniel Boone’s,
“rented” out in adolescence to a succession of steamboat captains on the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, the
young man known as “Sandy” reinvented himself as “William Wells” Brown after escaping to freedom. He
lifted himself out of illiteracy and soon became an innovative, widely admired, and hugely popular speaker
on antislavery circuits (both American and British) and went on to write the earliest African American works
in a plethora of genres: travelogue, novel (the now canonized Clotel), printed play, and history. He also
practiced medicine, ran for office, and campaigned for black uplift, temperance, and civil rights.

Ezra Greenspan’s masterful work, elegantly written and rigorously researched, sets Brown’s life in the richly
rendered context of his times, creating a fascinating portrait of an inventive writer who dared to challenge the
racial orthodoxies and explore the racial complexities of nineteenth-century America.

30 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled William Wells Brown: An African American Life. Try to
make book William Wells Brown: An African American Life as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

John Espitia:

The book William Wells Brown: An African American Life can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book William Wells Brown: An African
American Life? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book William Wells Brown: An
African American Life has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Capps:

Often the book William Wells Brown: An African American Life has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Melinda McKinney:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. William Wells Brown: An African American Life can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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