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The story of Jackie Robinson valiantly breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 is one that most Americans
know. But less recognized is the fact that some seventy years earlier, following the Civil War, baseball was
tenuously biracial and had the potential for a truly open game. How, then, did the game become so firmly
segregated that it required a trailblazer like Robinson? The answer, Ryan A. Swanson suggests, has
everything to do with the politics of “reconciliation” and a wish to avoid the issues of race that an integrated
game necessarily raised.
 
The history of baseball during Reconstruction, as Swanson tells it, is a story of lost opportunities. Thomas
Fitzgerald and Octavius Catto (a Philadelphia baseball tandem), for example, were poised to emerge as
pioneers of integration in the 1860s. Instead, the desire to create a “national game”—professional and
appealing to white Northerners and Southerners alike—trumped any movement toward civil rights. Focusing
on Philadelphia, Washington DC, and Richmond—three cities with large African American populations and
thriving baseball clubs—Swanson uncovers the origins of baseball’s segregation and the mechanics of its
implementation. An important piece of sports history, his work also offers a better understanding of
Reconstruction, race, and segregation in America.    
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From reader reviews:

Fabian Luton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book When Baseball Went White:
Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dora Gourley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This When Baseball Went White:
Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ashley Davis:

Often the book When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National
Pastime will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book When Baseball Went
White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joan Naylor:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a
National Pastime we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with that book When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and
Dreams of a National Pastime. You can more desirable than now.
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