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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, University of
Hannover (Englisches Seminar), course: Representations of Chinamerica, 12 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Switching between different cultures, as depicted in Gish Jen’s novel Mona in
the Promised Land, seems to be the most natural thing to do. However, crossing ethnic boundaries often
evokes negative reactions: When Jen’s teenage protagonist Mona converts to Judaism, her parents do not
exactly approve of this decision. As Chinese immigrants to the United States, Ralph and Helen Chang used
to call themselves the ‘Chang-kees’, indicating both their desire to be fully accepted into American (i.e.
‘Yankee’) society and their awareness of being “racially different and, therefore, un-American” (Lee 47).
Although in fact it is part of Jen’s first novel Typical American (1991), the ‘Chang-kee’ pun is also
interesting with regards to the sequel Mona in the Promised Land: Here, Ralph’s and Helen’s daughter Mona
is given the nickname ‘Changowitz’, a blending of Chang and the common Jewish name ending ‘-witz’.
Both ‘Chang-kee’ and ‘Changowitz’ indicate an affiliation with different cultures at the same time, which is
precisely what Jen’s novel deals with.
While Ralph and Helen Chang had to struggle with racial barriers during the 1950s and early 1960s and wish
to be respected as assimilated self-made Americans, their daughter Mona embraces the idea that “American
means being whatever you want”, putting individualism first (Jen 49). This self-granted freedom of cultural
choice seems to stem from the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, the “dawn of ethnic awareness”, which
also happens to be the dawn of Mona’s adolescence (Jen 3). As Sollors recalls, “ethnicity truly was in vogue
in the 1970s” (1968, 21). Accordingly, Mona and other characters in the novel engage in discovering
numerous aspects of their ethnic identities. Chapter 2 approaches the concepts of ethnicity and Americanness
as well as several issues related to these terms. Here, I will refer to scholars such as Werner Sollors and
Herbert Gans, who have made significant contributions to the field of ethnic studies. I will argue that Mona
in the Promised Land with its recurring theme of cultural cross-dressing fits perfectly into the setting of the
late 1960s and 1970s and humorously suggests what many (ethnic) adolescents must have experienced
during these times.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Cultural cross-dressing and the
quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's 'Mona in the Promised Land' book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Raymond McMillion:

The actual book Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's 'Mona in the Promised
Land' has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Andrew Purdie:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can
be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually Cultural cross-
dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's 'Mona in the Promised Land'.

James Shockley:

Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's 'Mona in the Promised Land' can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's 'Mona in the
Promised Land' but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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