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In Skin Acts, Michelle Ann Stephens explores the work of four iconic twentieth-century black male
performers—Bert Williams, Paul Robeson, Harry Belafonte, and Bob Marley—to reveal how racial and
sexual difference is both marked by and experienced in the skin. She situates each figure within his cultural
moment, examining his performance in the context of contemporary race relations and visual regimes.
Drawing on Lacanian psychoanalysis and performance theory, Stephens contends that while black skin is
subject to what Frantz Fanon called the epidermalizing and hardening effects of the gaze, it is in the flesh
that other—intersubjective, pre-discursive, and sensuous—forms of knowing take place between artist and
audience. Analyzing a wide range of visual, musical, and textual sources, Stephens shows that black
subjectivity and performativity are structured by the tension between skin and flesh, sight and touch,
difference and sameness.
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From reader reviews:

Caleb Jones:

This Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer can bring any time you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer having fine arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Charlotte Womble:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer regarding Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male
Performer is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Erin Harmon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Skin Acts: Race,
Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performeris a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Tanya Caggiano:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male
Performer can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of



one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer.
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