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Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title for 2002

In the early thirteenth century, semireligious communities of women began to form in the cities and towns of
the Low Countries. These beguines, as the women came to be known, led lives of contemplation and prayer
and earned their livings as laborers or teachers.

In Cities of Ladies, the first history of the beguines to appear in English in fifty years, Walter Simons traces
the transformation of informal clusters of single women to large beguinages. These veritable single-sex cities
offered lower- and middle-class women an alternative to both marriage and convent life. While the region's
expanding urban economies initially valued the communities for their cheap labor supply, severe economic
crises by the fourteenth century restricted women's opportunities for work. Church authorities had also
grown less tolerant of religious experimentation, hailing as subversive some aspects of beguine mysticism.
To Simons, however, such accusations of heresy against the beguines were largely generated from a
profound anxiety about their intellectual ambitions and their claims to a chaste life outside the cloister. Under
ecclesiastical and economic pressure, beguine communities dwindled in size and influence, surviving only by
adopting a posture of restraint and submission to church authorities.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the
Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Cities of Ladies: Beguine
Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle Ages Series). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Ashley Washington:

The book Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle
Ages Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565
(The Middle Ages Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle
Ages Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Logsdon:

This book untitled Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The
Middle Ages Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle
Ages Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become
one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Cities of Ladies: Beguine



Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (The Middle Ages Series) giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?
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