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Get ready for takeoff. The life of the flight attendant, a.k.a., stewardess, was supposedly once one of
glamour, exotic travel and sexual freedom, as recently depicted in such films as Catch Me If You Can and
View From the Top. The nostalgia for the beautiful, carefree and ever helpful stewardess perhaps reveals a
yearning for simpler times, but nonetheless does not square with the difficult, demanding and sometimes
dangerous job of today's flight attendants. Based on interviews with over sixty flight attendants, both female
and male labor leaders, and and drawing upon his observations while flying across the country and overseas,
Drew Whitelegg reveals a much more complicated profession, one that in many ways is the quintessential
job of the modern age where life moves at record speeds and all that is solid seems up in the air.

Containing lively portraits of flight attendants, both current and retired, this book is the first to show the
intimate, illuminating, funny, and sometimes dangerous behind-the-scenes stories of daily life for the flight
attendant. Going behind the curtain, Whitelegg ventures into first-class, coach, the cabin, and life on call for
these men and women who spend week in and week out in foreign cities, sleeping in hotel rooms miles from
home. Working the Skies also elucidates the contemporary work and labor issues that confront the modern
worker: the demands of full-time work and parenthood; the downsizing of corporate America and the
resulting labor lockouts; decreasing wages and hours worked; job insecurity; and the emotional toll of a high
stress job. Given the events of 9/11, flight attendants now have an especially poignant set of stressful
concerns to manage, both for their own safety as well as for those they serve, the passengers. Flight
attendants, originally registered nurses charged with attending to passengers' medical needs, now find
themselves wearing the hats of therapist, security guard and undercover agent. This last set of tasks pushing
some, as Whitelegg shows, out of the business altogether.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated
this for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stand than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Working the Skies: The
Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the Flight Attendant book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Milliner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the Flight
Attendant book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer connected with Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the
Flight Attendant content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the Flight Attendant is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Calvin Williams:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the Flight Attendant the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced,
Disorienting World of the Flight Attendant giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

John Coffin:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely Working the Skies: The Fast-Paced, Disorienting World of the



Flight Attendant. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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